SRI AUROBINDO AND THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE

religion with him was not only a matter of vision, but also of
the heart. The man of the heart unlocks his heart to the Infinite
Heart of the Man Divine. The pulsations of the latter he feels
in the pulsations of his own heart. Tagore quoted a number of
sayings of the wandering minstrels of Bengal, called Bauls, who
had such a heart-to-heart communion with the Man Divine.
One such minstrel sang: "Man seeks the man in me and I loose
myself and run out". Ravidas, a poet-singer of mediaeval India,
sang:  "Thou seest me, 0 Divine Man (Narahari), and I see
thee, and our love becomes mutual". God, therefore, appeared
to all these mystics as "the Man of my heart". The essence of
this realization is "the expansion of our consciousness in a great
reality of Man to which we belong".

The result of this survey of the essential nature of religion
hcf^ummed up as follows7: "Science may include in its field of
knowledge the starry world and the world beyond it; philosophy
may try to find some universal principle which is at the root of
all things, but religion inevitably concentrates itself on humanity,
which illumines our reason, inspires our wisdom, stimulates our
love, claims our intelligent service".

He was proud to admit that this was anthropomorphism,
and said that man's religion could not but be anthropomorphic.
He looked upon man as the crown of the whole process oE
evolution.

This may be all true, but the question is: Cannot man
himself evolve into something higher? Why should we think
that man, as he is, represents all that he ever can be? And if he
can become something different from what he is, why should
not his religion also take this into account? Why should its
gaze be confined to him, when he himself is only a passing phase?
If the destiny of man is to be more than man, religion cannot
be content with looking at the world from his point of view.

(d) RELIGION OF THE SUPERMAN

In other words, the standpoint of religion must be, not the
standpoint of man, but that of the Superman. This is the great
truth proclaimed by Sri Aurobindo. Not man as he is, but
man. as he shall be, as he is destined to be, sets the standard for
religion.

The limitations of the types of religion we have Just

7 Religion of Man, pp. 113-14.